Assignment 03 
PS490 Research Studies

Directions: Be sure to save an electronic copy of your answer before submitting it to Ashworth College for grading. Unless otherwise stated, answer in complete sentences, and be sure to use correct English, spelling, and grammar. Sources must be cited in APA format. Your response should be one (1) double‐spaced page; refer to the “Format Requirementsʺ page for specific format requirements.

Submit a one-page Progress Report on your State of the Project: Accomplishments/Issues and Concerns. 
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What is a Literature Review?

A Literature Review is a form of secondary research in that the materials used to support your research question or problem statement are those that have been studied by other researchers before. It is based mostly on the use of existing literature in your field of inquiry. It is considered a method of research in that it is not limited to gathering information, but also requires that you synthesize, evaluate, and analyze its significance to your study.

In major research work such as thesis and dissertations, Literature Reviews usually constitute an essential part of the research. In some cases, Literature Reviews can be the basis of the whole paper.

It is important to understand that Literature Review is not just a list of all resources that may have something to do with your topic. It is a thorough evaluation of the content of the materials and how they contribute to your field of inquiry. The materials and resources you select to include in the review need to be directly relevant and central to addressing your topic. Thus, the review materials are highly selective and focused.

By relevant, it means that the literature you reviewed may support your question, thesis statement or argument, disprove or contradict your position, or raise additional questions tied to what you have raised.

In your research, the Literature Review is the base from which you may find answers to your research question or from which you build your argument or prove your thesis. The Literature Review will be the foundation of your knowledge acquisition in your independent study.

Steps in Developing a Literature Review

Select a research topic. You cannot proceed with a Literature Review without a topic; hence, this was the first action that needed to be done in Module 1. The topic needs to be narrow enough in focus and scope so it is easy to discern what materials are truly relevant.


Collect and read the relevant articles. Determine which literature makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the topic. Finding just the right material can be challenging, but it contributes to a great paper when it is on target. This step accounts for a substantial amount of work and time. Remember, academic readings are slower and harder to digest than other types of reading materials.


Write the review. This type of writing is evaluative and analytical. It should discuss the findings and conclusions of pertinent literature and how it ties to your topic.
Sources and Strategies for Finding Related Literature

ProQuest
www.apa.org
http://www.socialpsychology.org/
http://www.ted.com/ (these are talks, not articles, but they might be helpful springboards to finding research on a particular topic)
http://psychcentral.com/resources/
http://www.questia.com/
The process of searching for what is truly relevant to your research can be an overwhelming task, considering the preponderance of information out there. It can be like looking for the needle in a haystack. If you have some kind of a system, you are off to good start.

Here are some suggestions:

Keywords: Identify one or more keywords that can point you to potential sources. Go back to the statement of your research problem and pick the keywords from there.
When using search engines in the World Wide Web (such as Google or Bing), there is usually a space where you can type a keyword or two or a short phrase. When typing two keywords for your research, for example media and violence, type a plus (+) sign before each word: +media+violence. This will restrict your search only to materials that contain the terms both media and violence. The alternative is to use the “and” to connect the terms: media and violence. If you want to use a phrase instead of words, put quotation marks around the phrase.

Citations and Reference List of Works Consulted: When you find source material (book chapter, magazine or journal article, etc.) that is relevant to your topic, look at the reference list and find the original source(s). You may find more information there than the referencing authors included in their work.


Government Publications: The Depository Libraries of the U. S. government offers a vast array of information that should not be overlooked. To obtain more information about government publications and depository libraries, go to the Federal Digital System website: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
Writing the Review

Literature Review is not just reporting on what other studies have done. It should also accomplish the following purposes:

Evaluate: When you read other people’s work, never take their findings and conclusions as absolute truth. Determine for yourself whether they are consistent with the data or evidence presented. As you read more related literature, you will get better at evaluating the material.

Organize the ideas: How will you make the ideas you encountered in the review interrelate to each other and to your topic in a logical flow? One good strategy is to look at how other authors have organized their literature reviews. The best way to start is to examine how you framed your research question or problem statement. For example, did it start with the main idea/question and then to the sub idea/question?

Synthesize: This is the process of pulling together all the various perspectives and conclusions from different authors and weaving them into a whole conclusive idea.

Plagiarism

Academic honesty is highly valued at Ashworth College. A student must always submit work that represents his or her original words or ideas. The student must make it clear the extent to which other sources were used. Words or ideas that require citation include, but are not limited to, all hard copy or electronic publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such communication clearly originates from an identifiable source.

For any scholarly undertaking, such as this major research and writing project you are working on, committing plagiarism is a serious offense. It is an academic crime. For this, it is usually punishable and may have serious consequences to your life as a student and future reputation as a practitioner.

Plagiarism involves assuming credit for work that is not your original work. It may be committed unintentionally; the result of ignorance of the offense, or it may be committed intentionally; which means not taking plagiarism seriously.

Here at Ashworth College, there is no excuse for any student not being aware of this serious offense, as the university has repeatedly addressed this issue in many different ways. The university catalog, your orientation, and your syllabus clearly state the consequences of committing plagiarism.
